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$4.1 Million Returned to Select Hospitals Through Synernet Workers’ Compensation Fund
(Portland, ME)  Synernet, one of the state’s largest support service organizations to the healthcare industry, announced today the return of $4.1 million in premium payments to the 16 member hospitals of the Synernet Workers’ Compensation Fund.  The return was made possible by a reduction in workers’ compensation claim costs which means the member hospitals and their employees are enjoying a much safer working environment – and saving money at the same time.  
“Helping to kelHelpeep employees free from injury is one of the foundational tenets of our Workers’ Compensation Fund,” states Gerald Vicenzi, President of Synernet.  “We have initiated a safe patient handling initiative, to drastically reduce injuries to healthcare workers caused by patient handling activities.  The lifting and transferring of patients is the leading cause of injuries for healthcare workers” he added.

(more)

The program’s success at Synernet is based on worker safety training, preventing injury, reducing the prevalence of injuries, and a focus on the safe and early return to work of employees who are injured on the job.

“The team at Synernet are true profesionals,” states Ron Bryant of Goodall Hospital and a member of the Board of Trustees of the Synernet Workers Compensation Fund.  “They have the expertise and experience that ranks them among New England’s best.  Their knowledge of this very specialized insurance, along with their commitment to customer service easily make them the ‘go to’ choice for us.  And, during these economic times, when you can save money while improving worker safety, you can return this investment into more direct patient care services” he adds.  
The Synernet Workers' Compensation Fund was formed in 1991 and is one of the longest-standing workers' compensation group self-insured programs in the state.  It is administered by Synernet and currently consists of 16 community based hospitals, and affiliated organizations.  Since the program began, well over $24 million dollars has been returned on total collected premiums of over $69 million – or roughly 35 percent.  
(more)

Synernet’s Workers’ Compensation Fund membership includes Calais Regional Hospital, Down East Community Hospital, Franklin Memorial Hospital, Goodall Hospital, Maine Coast Memorial Hospital, Mayo Regional Hospital, Mount Desert Island Hospital, Millinocket Regional Hospital, Northern Maine Medical Center, Pen 
Bay Healthcare, Parkview Medical Center, Penobscot Valley Hospital, Redington-Fairview General Hospital, St. Joseph Hospital, Waldo County General Hospital, and York Hospital.

Synernet is one of the state’s largest support service organizations to the healthcare industry.  Based in Portland, Maine, the organization offers medical transcription services, credentialing and verification services, clinical engineering and biomedical equipment repair/maintenance, and insurance services.  Hospital-owned, Synernet’s cost-saving mission aligns both fiscally and philosophically with clients, while its entrepreneurial management approach fosters the staff specialization, scale and best practices that produce the performance quality and cost-efficiencies few, if any, institutions can achieve with such services in-house.

Synernet is a member of MaineHealth, a family of leading, high-quality health care providers dedicated to ensuring their communities are among the healthiest in America.  As an integrated healthcare delivery system offering a comprehensive range of healthcare services for Southern, Central and Western Maine, MaineHealth is a group of organizations comprised of people you know and trust, working together to make high quality healthcare accessible to all.  We’re hospitals, physicians, nurses, outpatient care centers, home health agencies, outpatient 
(more)
surgery centers, diagnostic centers and much more, with a common goal to support healthy individuals and healthy communities.  And, as a not-for-profit organization, we’re part of the fabric of our community, using our collective strengths to improve the health of area residents.
Recognized as one of the top 100 integrated healthcare delivery systems in the country, member organizations of MaineHealth include Maine Medical Center, Southern Maine Medical Center, Miles Memorial Hospital, St. Andrews Hospital, Stephens Memorial Hospital, Spring Harbor Hospital, Waldo County General Hospital, HomeHealth Visiting Nurses, NorDx, Synernet, and Maine Physician Hospital Organization.  Affiliates of MaineHealth include MaineGeneral Medical Center, Mid Coast Hospital, St. Mary’s Regional Medical Center, and Penobscot Bay Medical Center.
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